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up Alsace-Lorraine. And there is no such intention in
Germany." 1 The annexation of two small provinces has
thus made a permanent breach between two great nations,
a breach which has poisoned the whole of European policy
during the past half century, which has widened until it
has split Europe into two huge armed camps, and which
has at last involved the entire world in one of the most
terrible calamities that mankind has ever known.
Why did Bismarck annex Alsace - Lorraine ? To
strengthen, he said, the German frontier against France.
But there was another reason. Fear of France had brought
the Southern States into the Empire; fear of France should
keep them there. The permanent hostility of France was
necessary to assure the continuance of Prussia's position
as the supreme military power in Germany. And so the
plundered provinces became the very corner-stone of the
German imperial system. There is surely something very
strange about all this. Why should it be necessary to
retain the loyalty of nearly half Germany by what practi-
cally amounts to terrorisation ? The answer is that Germany
is not a single national State but a number of dynastic States,
federated together under the control of one predominant
partner. In other words, the problem of Alsace-Lorraine
has led us to the consideration of the second flaw in the
development of the national idea in Germany.
The union of Italy meant a clean sweep of all the old
dynastic frontiers and States which had strangled the
country for so long ; the union of Germany, on the contrary,
riveted these obsolete chains still more firmly than ever
on the country's limbs. Bismarck claimed that this was
necessary, inasmuch as the Germans, unlike all other
nations, were more alive to dynastic than to national
1 Imperial Germany, von Billow, p. 69.